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VE Day took place on 8th May 1945.  

VE Day stands for Victory in Europe Day. It 

marked the end of World War II in Europe 

when the Nazi forces officially surrendered to 

the Allies. 

The day was a public holiday, where people sang 

and danced outside their homes, and held 

street parties, although World War II didn't 

officially end until 2nd September 1945, when 

the Japanese formally surrendered.   

 

VE Day was important because it meant an 

end to the spread of Nazism and Adolf 

Hitler's empire (the Third Reich). It was 

the end of a war which had lasted six 

years, during which millions had died and 

millions more suffered intense privations. 

Families, homes and entire cities had been 

destroyed. 

Why was VE Day important? 

 

What caused VE Day? 

 

When was VE Day? 

 

When Hitler committed 

suicide in 1945, the Nazis 

knew they could no longer win 

the war. 

 

The German General, Alfred Jodl, travelled to 

France, to the Allies Headquarters, to meet with 

Dwight Eisenhower, the Supreme Commander of 

the Allied Forces. 

 
On 7th May, at 2:41 a.m., Jodl 

signed a document of surrender 

which meant the end of World 

War II in Europe, although 

fighting would continue in the Far 

East and the Pacific for another 

three months. Rumours of the 

surrender of the Nazis spread 

across Europe and celebrations 

began, with banners and bunting 

decorating the streets, as people 

rejoiced. 

 

It was not until 7:40 p.m. on the same 

day, that Churchill finally made the 

following announcement, formally 

declaring the Allies' victory in Europe: 

"In accordance with arrangements 

between the three great powers, 

tomorrow, Tuesday, will be treated as 

Victory in Europe Day and will be 

regarded as a holiday." 

 



 

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

                  

 

 

 

 

 

      

                              

 

 

 

What happened on the first VE Day? 

 

▪ On 8th May, people flocked to 

London, the scene of much of 

the worst bombing, to 

celebrate. 

▪ Crowds thronged around the Mall and 

Buckingham Palace to see Winston 

Churchill, King George VI and the rest 

of the Royal Family. 

 

▪ At 3 p.m. Churchill 

gave a speech to the 

nation, where he 

praised the British 

spirit throughout the 

war. Although he 

reminded people that 

the war still continued 

outside Europe, Europe 

itself was entitled to 

"take a night off 

today". 

 

▪ After Churchill's speech, King 

George VI, Queen Elizabeth 

and the two princesses, 

Margaret and Elizabeth, 

appeared on the balcony. This 

would be the first of eight 

times that they would come 

out to the crowds that day. 

 

▪ At 5:30 p.m. the Royal Family 

again appeared, this time 

accompanied by Winston 

Churchill, who told the crowds, 

"This is your victory!" 

That evening, the two princesses 

slipped out of Buckingham Palace and, 

in what now seems unbelievable, 

mingled with the crowds outside, 

witnessing the scenes of celebration 

and joy. 
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Why do you think it is 

important to celebrate and 

recognise VE Day? 

How do you think VE Day should 

be celebrated? 

Draw a picture if you like to show 

the celebration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


