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November Newsletter 

 

Dear Parents/carers 

 

Welcome back after the half-term holiday and I hope you all had a lovely break. 

 

Face-coverings 

Thank-you for all your support in following the Scottish Government Guidance advice and wearing a 

face-covering at the school gate and in the playground.  Please remember that this not just for now, 

but for future weeks to come. 

 

End of the school day 

If you collect a P1-P2 pupil and need to then wait for a sibling, please remember to socially distance 

from other parents and carers.  Children must also socially distance and not mix with pupils from 

another class. It may help to go for a quick walk or wait in your car and return to pick up your other 

child.  Thanks to parents/carers that already do this. 

Can I also remind parents/carers that they must leave the playground at the end of the day as soon 

as they have collected their child. 

 

 



 

Catholic Education Fortnight 

This begins on Sunday 15th November until Friday 27th November. Fr. Peter will celebrate Catholic 

Education Sunday this weekend at Mass where he will pray for our school community. 

The theme for this year is Jesus Christ; The Way, The Truth and The Life. Please join us in prayer at 

home. 

 

                                  First Holy Communion                                    

Congratulations to our current P5 pupils who are receiving their First Holy Communion during the 

month of November in St. Margaret Mary’s.  I would also like to thank Mrs Burgess for liaising with 

Fr. Hand and to the class teachers Mrs Hughes and Mrs Sharkey for preparing the children so well for 

the sacrament. Thank-you also to all parents and carers for your support with the arrangements 

during these challenging times. 

 

                                       Rights Respecting Schools 
 
Every week all classes focus on a ‘Right of the Week’ from the United Nations Convention on the 
rights of the child.  Please ask your child to share their learning with you at home 
 

                           Winter coats/footwear 

The school have had a very kind donation of money for us to spend on winter clothing for our pupils. 

Further information to follow.   



                                   Christmas arrangements                                        

Due to current guidelines, unfortunately Christmas activities will be very limited this year.  I am 

currently waiting on advice from the council as to what we can do and will update you once I have 

this information. 

I have booked a virtual online show for all classes using the company that usually come into the 

school. They will perform Jack and the Beanstalk to all classes on Monday 14th December. 

 

                                                                  Christmas Mass Times 

                                         St. Margaret’s Davidson Mains                 

Christmas Eve 5.00pm or 7.00pm 

Christmas Day 9.30am 0r 11.00am 

Mass must be booked via the parish website on Eventbrite 

www.stmargargaretsdmains.org.uk 

or by calling Fr. Peter 0131 476 0413 

 

                       Microsoft Teams 

A text message has been sent out to let you know that there is currently an issue with passwords not 

working.  Miss Wright is currently re-setting these and pupils will be issued with a new password.  

Please note all homework will be available on the school website under your child’s class page. 

www.saintdavids.rc.ps. 

 

                              Here to help! 

http://www.saintdavids.rc.ps/


 

Please remember...a variety of food supplies and toiletries have been very kindly donated to the 
school.  If you would benefit from this help, please just get in touch via the school office or speak to 
Mrs Burgess or I at the school gate.  All help is dealt with confidentially. 
Can I take this opportunity to thank Spartans and Morrisons Ferry Road who are supporting the 
school to help our school family and community. It is much appreciated. 
 

                        School Handbook 
 
The new school handbook is now on the website in the school policy section. Please have a look.  
Over time I am looking to make smaller focussed leaflets to make it easier to find information. 
 

 

                                Scottish Child Payment 

Families who meet the criteria and are eligible to apply will receive a payment of £10 per child, per 
week (equivalent to £520 per year) and payment will be made on a four-weekly basis. There are no 
limits to the number of children per family who can receive this benefit. 

To be eligible for Scottish Child Payment the following criteria must be met; 

· live in Scotland 

· have responsibility for a child/children under the age of 6 and be named on one of the following 
benefits, Universal Credit, Pension Credit, Child Tax Credit, Child Benefit 

· be in receipt of any of the following benefits: 

 Universal Credit, Income Support, Pension Credit, Child Tax Credit, Working Tax Credit, 

Income-based Job Seekers Allowance or income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

If you are a kinship carer and the child is not named on one of the above you can demonstrate child 
responsibility through either a legal order or a letter of support from a local authority. 

People will be able to apply online at  



www.mygov.scot/benefits/  

or through our Freephone helpline at 0800 182 2222. Our helpline is open Monday to Friday from 
8am to 6pm. A paper application will also be available and can be requested via our helpline or 
downloaded direct from our website. 

Please click on the link below to see if you can apply for school benefits. 

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/schoolgrants 

 

                         Reminder On-line surveys 

Family Support Citywide Consultation 

The Edinburgh Children’s Partnership is looking to gather the views and voices of parents and carers 

about how their families are being supported during the initial and ongoing COVID-19 lockdown 

period.  By completing this survey you will be helping us to better understand how we can continue 

to serve the needs of families in these difficult times and influence the design and shape of Family 

Support Services across the city.   We would be very grateful if you could complete the survey 

before Friday the 20th of November. 

Consultation for free bus travel for under 19’s 

The consultation period ends on 7th December 2020 and more information on the proposals can be 

found here: 

 https://consult.gov.scot/transportscotland/consultation-free-bus-travel-for-people-

under19/user_uploads/freebus-for-under-19s---final-consultation-pdf-version---23-october-

2020.pdf  

You can take part in the online consultation here:  

http://consult.gov.scot/  

If you are unable to respond using their consultation hub, please complete the Respondent 

Information Form and return to via e-mail to Under19Consultation@transport.gov.scot 

 

As we begin catholic education week let us join in prayer with families across Scotland in celebrating 

Jesus as the Way, the Truth and the Life. 

 

http://www.mygov.scot/benefits/
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/schoolgrants
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/famspc
https://consult.gov.scot/transportscotland/consultation-free-bus-travel-for-people-under19/user_uploads/freebus-for-under-19s---final-consultation-pdf-version---23-october-2020.pdf
https://consult.gov.scot/transportscotland/consultation-free-bus-travel-for-people-under19/user_uploads/freebus-for-under-19s---final-consultation-pdf-version---23-october-2020.pdf
https://consult.gov.scot/transportscotland/consultation-free-bus-travel-for-people-under19/user_uploads/freebus-for-under-19s---final-consultation-pdf-version---23-october-2020.pdf
http://consult.gov.scot/
mailto:Under19Consultation@transport.gov.scot


 

 
CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK PRAYER  

 
Jesus our Teacher, 
in your love for us, 

help us to develop our own talents 
so that we may become like you 

and lead lives of goodness. 
 

Bless all learners 
and all teachers. 

May our Catholic schools continue to serve our families, 
our communities and our country. 

Help us, through our learning, 
to believe in you 

and to celebrate the life of your Church. 
 

Help us to grow in holiness 
as we grow in friendship with you 

and try to become saints. 
 

We make this prayer 

in the name of Jesus, our Lord. Amen 

 

Thank-you for all your continued help and support.  

Kind regards 

Lorraine Cusack 

Mrs Lorraine Cusack 


